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OCAC – USA – St. Adalbert Oratory

Vespers Also called Early Evening Prayer – 6 PM

Words to be said are in this style: All:  say these words.

Instructions are in italics.

This Vespers service is specifically for those in Minor Orders. Participants should 
be encouraged to share in this service by giving readings, leadings prayers, or 
sharing testimony which can be inserted at any suitable point. The hymns should 
be relevant and easy to sing unaccompanied. The hymns can be spoken if 
preferred. This particular Vespers can be used on any evening including Sundays 
when it is known that no Deacon nor Priest is available, and when Compline is 
too late. The candles on the altar should be lit and used at other safe and 
suitable places in the church; tea lights in holders are ideal.

(Standing) INTROIT

Leader: May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in Your sight, O God, our Rock and our Redeemer.

All: Amen.

(Standing) LCC CONFITEOR

All: O LORD, You created us to be immortal and made us to be an image
of Your own eternity; yet often we forget the glory of our heritage 
and wander from the path which leads to righteousness. But You, O
LORD, made us for Yourself and our hearts are ever restless till 
they find their rest in You. Look with the eyes of Your love upon our
manifold imperfections and pardon all our shortcomings, that we 
may be filled with the brightness of the everlasting light and 
become the unspotted mirror of Your power and the image of Your 
goodness; through Christ our LORD. Amen.
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(Standing) PRAYER

(Taken from JustUs.Anglican.org)

Leader: May this evening be holy, good and peaceful, as we pray with 
one heart and mind.

All: Amen.

(Standing) HYMN

(Sitting) PENITENCE

(Taken from 'Hymns of the Spirit'.)

Any form of penitence may be said here.

All: Before the wonders of life, O God, we acknowledge our failures 
to see and to revere. Before the sanctities of life we are ashamed 
of our disrespects and indignities. Before the gifts of life we own 
that we have made choices  of lesser goods,  and here today seek 
the gifts of the Spirit. Before the heroisms of life may we be 
enlarged to new devotions. Amen.

(Sitting) THE COLLECT

(Taken from Liturgies.net/Prayers/Collects.htm)

Leader: Almighty, everlasting God, let our prayer in Your sight be as 
incense, the lifting up of our hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Give us grace to behold You, present in Your Word and Sacraments, 
and to recognize You in the lives of those around us. Stir up in us 
the flame of that love which burned in the heart of Your Son as He 
bore His passion, and let it burn in us to eternal life and to the ages 
of ages.

All: Amen.
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(Sitting) SCRIPTURE READINGS – Daily Missal

(Sitting) SHORT HOMILY

(Sitting) THE PSALMS

The following psalm, or a portion of it, may be said or intoned. Other suitable 
Psalms may be used instead. The Psalms are best read from a modern service 
book which has simplified them for antiphonal reading, or modern Bible can be 
used instead.

Psalm 103 ( Praise the LORD, O my soul )

(Standing) LCC ACT OF FAITH

All: We believe that God is love and power and truth and light; that 
perfect justice rules the world; that all His children shall one day 
reach his feet, however far they stray. We hold the fatherhood of 
God, the family of humankind; we know that we do serve Him best 
when we serve one another. So shall His blessing rest on us and 
peace for evermore. Amen.

(Sitting) PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Leader: We pray for those known to us who have need of our prayers.
For...
For...
And for...

All: God, You made us. We exist.
God, You saved us. For we had fallen.
God, You called us. We are here.
God, You empowered us. We can do.
God, You encouraged us. We can serve.
God, You sent Your prophets. We will listen. Amen.
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(Sitting) THE LORD'S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

[ A Hail Mary may be said. ]

(Standing) THE BLESSING

Leader: The blessings of the LORD Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the companionship of the Holy Spirit, be with us today and 
everyday.

All: Amen.

Please pray for the people who attended this service, your families, work, and 
neighborhood. Please also pray for the OCAC.
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